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Synopsis

Algeria’s democratic experiment is seminal in post-Cold War history. The first Muslim nation to
attempt the transition from an authoritarian system to democratic pluralism, this North African
country became a test case for reform in Africa, the Arab world and beyond. Yet when the country
looked certain to become the world’s first elected Islamic republic, there was a military coup and the
democratic process was brought sharply to a halt. Islamists declared jihad on the state and
hundreds of thousands of civilians were killed in the ensuing decade of state repression.Le Sueur
shows that Algeria is at the very heart of contemporary debates about Islam and secular
democracy, arguing that the stability of Algeria is crucial for the security of the wider Middle East.
Algeria Since 1989 is a lively and essential examination of how the fate of one country is entwined

with much greater global issues.
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Customer Reviews

This is a first rate analysis of a topic that is infrequently covered by western academicians. Le Sueur
is extraordinarily knowledgeable and writes lucidly. Highly recommended for those who are

interested in contemporary Algeria.



Connects the dots between Algerian independence and 1990s radical Islam. Clear, good for

undergraduates too.

| was expecting a more balanced and thought through historical account. The author speculates and
writes at will without properly backing up his claims. He goes on and on about al Qaeda as if he
were employed by the US government. Unfortunately there is not much out there on this topic. Not

worth it!
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